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LM’S HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CENTER SPONSORS HEARING SCREENINGS 
MISSOULA -
Area senior citizens can get their hearing tested by a licensed audiologist at free heanng 
screenings in Missoula. Lolo and Seelev Lake through a joint effort by The University of 
Montana's Human Development Center and Missoula Aging Services.
The screenings at local senior citizen centers are scheduled around the centers’ nutrition 
program lunches. Each program will include a lecture by Human Development Center Audiologist 
Sue Toth about heanng loss, strategies to use if you or someone you know has impaired hearing, 
and how to buy a hearing aid. Toth and other local audiologists will be on hand before and alter 
each lecture to check seniors' heanng.
To avoid long waits, interested seniors should sign up tor the screenings in advance by 
calling their center or using the center’s sign-up sheets. Scheduled screenings include:
■  Missoula Senior Citizen Center, Friday, May 22 -  heanng screenings from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m., lecture from 11:30 a.m. to noon, lunch trom noon to 1 p.m. and screenings from 1 to 3 p.m. 
To sign up call the center, 543-7154.
I  Seelev Lake Senior Citizens Center, Wednesday, May 27 -- screenings trom 10 to 11.30 
a.m., lunch from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15, lecture trom 12:15 to 12:45 p.m., screenings trom 12.50 to 3 
p m. To sign up call the center, 677-2008.
■  Lo|o Community Center, Thursday, June 4 -  screenings from 10 to 11:30 a.m. June 4,
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with lunch from 11:30 a.m. to noon, a lecture from noon to 12:30 p.m. and screenings from 12:30 
to 2 p.m. To sign up call Edna Dexter, 273-6570.
Hearing impairment is a common part of growing older, Toth said. About one in three 
Americans older than 65 has some degree of hearing loss, she said, and that likelihood increases to 
about 50 percent beyond the age of 75. Many people lose the ability to hear sounds in specific 
pitches, she said, and the hearing screenings will help seniors pinpoint that problem.
Screenings will include an otoscopic exam (shining a light into the ear to look for excess 
wax or other problems) and a pure-tone test. The latter test helps determine a person’s ability to 
hear different pitches, concentrating on tones that are important for hearing and understanding 
speech, Toth said. For seniors who already have hearing aids, the audiologists will check the 
devices’ basic functions.
The free screenings are offered as part of the statewide Heart of the Community project that 
aims to promote good health among Montana senior citizens.
For more information, call the Human Development Center, 243-4131. The HDC is a 
division of UM's Rural Institute on Disabilities.
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